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Ordinance Overview
• In 2022, over 70% of Denver voters approved the Waste No 

More ballot initiative, a citywide effort to reduce the amount 

of waste sent to landfills from buildings, permitted events, 

and construction & demolition (C&D) projects

• The Universal Recycling & Composting Ordinance (URCO): 

• Creates minimum recycling and composting requirements for 

buildings, food businesses, and permitted events

• Creates minimum recycling and reuse requirements for

permitted construction & demolition projects

• 7 CCD agencies are involved in implementing this ordinance:

• CASR, CPD, DLCP, DPHE, DAV, DPR, DOTI



Buildings & Food Waste Producers
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URCO applies to:

• Multi-family residential buildings (8+ units)

• Non-residential buildings

• Licensed food businesses

URCO does NOT apply to:

• Townhomes or rowhomes that have an account with Denver Solid 

Waste Management

• Parking garages, parking structures, parking lots, vehicle depots, 

vacant lots, condemned properties, and undeveloped land

• Mobile retail food establishments, pushcarts, food peddlers, 

temporary retail food establishments or food shelves

The “responsible party” is:

• The building owner, association, or license holder

Buildings & Food Waste Producers
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As of September 1, 2026, responsible parties 
must:

1. Provide on-site recycling and organic material diversion 

access (recycling only for non-residential buildings)

2. Provide adequate and convenient collection containers 

3. Post appropriate signage and provide waste sorting 

education or training 

4. Create and maintain a Waste Diversion Plan

Buildings & Food Waste Producers
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Diversion, Access & Container Requirements

Ordinance Requirements:

1. Provide recycling and organic material diversion services (recycling only for non-residential 

buildings)

2. Provide adequate and convenient collection containers 

• Comply by:

• Contracting with a licensed hauler

• Self-hauling

• Sharing services

• Organic material must at minimum include food/food waste

• Minimum weekly service capacity for multi-family residential and non-residential buildings

• Standards for availability and location of containers (front-of-house vs. back-of-house vs. 

centralized collection areas)
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Training & Signage Requirements

Ordinance Requirements:

3. Post appropriate signage and provide waste sorting education 

• Each container must have a label or marking that clearly 

identifies the waste stream

• Containers must be accompanied by informational signage

• Labels and signage must follow design and language standards

(identifying words, symbols, colors, graphics, secondary 

language)

• Standards for frequency of distribution of educational materials 

for buildings and of training for food businesses

Note: We are developing informational 

signage templates following the state’s 

EPR program guidelines and industry 

best practices
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Waste Diversion Plan Requirement

Ordinance Requirements:

4. Create and submit a Waste Diversion Plan

• Online platform and standardized template will be provided in the coming weeks

• Required contents:

• How you are complying (hiring a hauler, self-hauling, sharing services)

• Different documentation depending on compliance method (e.g. name of hauler, facility, or 

business with which you are sharing services)

• Signage, education, and training information

• Submitted at next license renewal or upon request by the city
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Exemption Pathways

Ordinance Exemptions:

• Space constraints

• Inadequacy of hauling service providers

• Economic hardship 

• Generating minimal volumes of materials

• Online platform and standardized template will be provided in the coming weeks

• Rules provide definitions and define thresholds 

• Different documentation required depending on request



Construction & Demolition
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Construction & Demolition

A project is subject to requirements if it is 
permitted by the city and is:

• A new construction or demolition project larger than 

500 sq. ft.*; or

• An interior remodel project larger than 2,500 sq. ft.*

The responsible party is:

• The person issued a demolition permit, a residential 

construction permit, or a commercial construction 

permit, which is typically the contractor

*In 2036, requirements become more stringent.
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Construction & Demolition Requirements
As of September 1, 2026*:

1. At least 50% (by weight) of all debris generated on site must be recycled or reused

2. A minimum of 3 covered materials must be recycled or reused

3. A Waste Diversion Plan must be submitted to be issued a permit

4. A performance security deposit must be submitted to be issued a permit

5. Compliance documentation must be submitted after the project

6. Security deposit is refunded based on level of compliance 

*In 2036, requirements become more stringent.
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Diversion & Materials Requirements

Ordinance Requirements:

1. At least 50% (by weight) of all debris generated on site must be recycled or reused

2. A minimum of 3 covered materials must be recycled or reused

• Rules provide examples of covered materials for each category (concrete, asphalt, masonry, metal, 

untreated wood, cardboard, and items for reuse)

• Conversion factors for reuse can be used if weights or estimated weights are not provided by 

facilities—from the U.S. EPA or a reasonable alternative proposed by contractor

• Ability to apply for reduced or modified requirements (diversion rate and/or number of materials)

• Reasons may include site-specific conditions or material recyclability

• Application submitted before Waste Diversion Plan is due OR before compliance 

documentation is due, if a change in the plan is needed
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Waste Diversion Plan Requirement

Ordinance Requirements:

3. A Waste Diversion Plan must be submitted to be issued a permit

• Submitted through online platform (Green Halo), platform will be available in the coming weeks

• Must include:

• Estimated weights of C&D debris (overall project, debris for landfill, materials recycled or 

reused)

• Estimated diversion rate

• Transport method and recycling or reuse facilities that will be utilized
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Performance Security Deposit Requirement

Ordinance Requirements:

4. A performance security deposit must be submitted to be issued a permit

• Ability to apply for a reduced performance security deposit due to an economic hardship 

• Deposit amount > 10% of the valuation of the project

• Submitted any time prior to being issued a permit
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Compliance Documentation Requirements

Ordinance Requirements:

5. Compliance documentation must be submitted after the project

• Must be submitted through online platform (Green Halo)

• May include:

• Weight receipts

• Donation receipts

• Transaction receipts

• Photo and narrative evidence

• Other documentation that supports compliance



Resources
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• URCO resources available on city’s 

‘megamenu’ or at 

Denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling

• ‘URCO Ready Haulers’ listed on DOTI 

Waste Hauler Licensing page

Website

http://www.denvergov.org/universalrecycling
https://www.denvergov.org/My-Property/Recycle-Compost-Trash/Resources/Waste-Hauler-Licensing
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• Utilizing industry best practices and 

standards, alignment with statewide 

Producer Responsibility (EPR) program

• English & Spanish

• Signage & Container Testing

• Audience-Specific Signage Versions: 

• Events

• Multi-family Residential 

• Non-Residential Buildings

• Food Service Providers (Front of 

House, Back of House)

• Coming Soon: C&D

Signage & Decals
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Existing Implementation Support Programs
• Zero Waste Support for Food Service Providers (still accepting applications)

• Up to $1,000 in reusable service ware items

• Up to $3,600 towards composting services*

• Certifiably Green Mini Grants for Waste Reduction

• Up to $10,000 for small businesses and nonprofits

• Training Rebate for Composter Operators Training Course (up to $2,500 for 

individuals)

• (Limited) Signage Printing and Distribution

• Coming Soon: Mini Grants for Green Workforce – Deconstruction

• Coming Soon: On-demand food waste reduction technical assistance for 

restaurants (DPHE)

*Participants must meet minimum program requirements to be eligible for composting service incentive.  

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Green-Jobs/Green-Workforce-Funding
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Green-Jobs/Green-Workforce-Funding
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Green-Jobs/Green-Workforce-Funding


Next Steps
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Next Steps
• Updating Denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling with 

additional resources

• Finalizing compliance platforms, Waste Diversion Plan 

templates, and exemption forms and instructions

• Hosting an URCO Resource Fair on Tuesday, August 25, in 

McGregor Square

• Ongoing direct communications to responsible parties

• ‘Education-First’ approach to implementation

• Ongoing education and outreach, resource development, 

expansion of implementation support programs

https://denvergov.org/My-Property/Recycle-Compost-Trash/Universal-Recycling-Composting
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/denvers-new-recycling-composting-rules-resource-fair-in-mcgregor-square-tickets-1996742246811
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Questions?
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