
About the Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance (URCO) 
In 2022, Denver voters overwhelmingly approved a citywide effort to reduce the amount of waste sent to landfills. The 
ordinance aims to conserve valuable resources across all sectors of the city, which includes keeping construction and 
demolition (C&D) materials out of landfills by requiring recycling and reuse at permitted projects.

What Permit Holders Need to Know
Applies To A project that is permitted by the city and is:

•	A new construction or demolition project larger than 500 sq. ft.*
•	An interior remodel project larger than 2,500 sq. ft.*

Does NOT Apply To •	No work change in occupancy permits where no construction is required
•	Emergency orders

Comply by Date •	September 1, 2026

Requirements Diversion & Materials
•	At least 50% (by weight) of all debris 

generated on site must be recycled  
or reused.*

•	A minimum of 3 covered materials  
(such as concrete, asphalt, masonry, 
untreated wood, metal, cardboard, or items 
for reuse) must be recycled or reused.

Waste Diversion Plan
•	A Waste Diversion Plan, which provides 

estimated weights of the debris 
and estimated diversion rate, must 
be submitted through an online 
platform (Green Halo) in order to  
be issued a permit.

Performance Security Deposit
•	A performance security deposit,  

based on the type and size of the  
project, must be submitted in order  
to be issued a permit.

Compliance Documentation
•	Compliance documentation in the form 

of weight receipts, donation receipts, photo 
evidence, or other documentation must 
be submitted at the end of the project.

Exemptions and 
Reductions

Requests may be submitted for:
•	A reduction in the diversion rate and/or number of covered materials due to site-specific 

conditions or material recyclability
•	A reduced performance security deposit due to economic hardship if the amount of the deposit 

exceeds 10% of the valuation of the project

Construction and Demolition Projects 

This fact sheet shares updated information for the Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance as of 
June 2026 to help contractors and other permit holders understand and follow the ordinance requirements.

Information for Permit Holders

UNIVERSAL RECYCLING AND COMPOSTING ORDINANCE

*In 2036, requirements and size thresholds become more stringent.



What You Should Do Next
•	Review the URCO Rules & Regulations at Denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling for a full description 

of requirements. 

•	Watch for a new process guide in late summer to prepare for projects submitted on or after 
September 1, 2026. 

Contact Us 
Our team is here to provide support and address concerns. For more information, email your inquiries to 
CDWasteDiversion@Denvergov.org or visit Denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling.
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