The 2026 Colorado primary election proved more consequential than recent cycles.
Democratic primary challengers found notable success across the ballot, while Republican
incumbents largely held their seats — though several races produced genuine upsets, and a
handful remain too close to call.

Democratic Results
Colorado's Democratic Party progressive wing delivered a strong showing, though the
results fell short of a decisive realignment at the top of the ticket.

The highest level progressive victories came with Democratic socialist Melat Kiros defeating
30-year incumbent Rep. Diana DeGette in Denver's 1st Congressional District. Jefferson
County Clerk Amanda Gonzalez secured the Secretary of State nomination over a more
establishment-aligned opponent — two marquee wins that demonstrated the left flank's
organizational strength and electoral reach.

Other races painted a more nuanced picture. In the Democratic gubernatorial primary,
Attorney General Phil Weiser defeated U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet 55% to 45% — a margin that
reflected the cycle's broader anti-establishment current, even if Weiser does not fit neatly
into the progressive tradition. In the U.S. Senate race, incumbent John Hickenlooper held off
a challenge from progressive state Sen. Julie Gonzales, though Gonzales' performance was
itself significant: she carried Denver outright and earned 44 percent of the statewide vote
against a substantially better-funded opponent.

In competitive state legislative primaries, progressive candidates dominated. Most notably:
Senate District 34 Irlando won over Carrera; House District 6 Halpern beat Camacho, and
House District 31 Cervantes won over Phillips.

Taken together, the results reflect genuine and growing progressive strength — particularly
in Denver and among younger voters — without constituting a wholesale reshaping of
Colorado Democrats' statewide coalition.

Republican Results

The Republican gubernatorial primary followed the same establishment-versus-hardline
dynamic that defined much of the GOP ballot. Establishment-aligned state Sen. Barbara
Kirkmeyer holds a slim lead over political newcomer Victor Marx — separated by less than
half a percentage point out of more than 466,000 votes cast — with state Rep. Scott
Bottoms of Colorado Springs running third at 20 percent.

On the state legislative level, mainstream primary candidates were more successful,
including Senate District 9 with Carver beating Zamora Wilson, House District 9 with Flannel
winning against Vanderhule, and House District 44 with Hartsook over Dauvis.

Key primary results are highlighted throughout this report, along with general election races
to watch now that nominations have been determined.



The following races represent the most consequential contests of the 2026 primary.
Winners are highlighted in green.

Statewide Office Primary Results

Governor

e Democratic Primary: Sen. Michael Bennet vs. Attorney General Phil
Weiser

e Republican Primary: State Sen. Barbara Kirkmeyer vs. State Rep. Scott
Bottoms vs. Victor Marx - results are too close to call for Kirkmeyer and
Marx.

&‘ Secretary of State

e Democratic Primary: State Sen. Jessie Danielson vs. Jefferson County
Clerk Amanda Gonzalez

e Republican Primary: James Wiley

Attorney General
e Democratic Primary: Secretary of State Jena Griswold vs. District
Attorney for the 20™ Judicial District Michael Dougherty vs. Hetal Doshi
vs. David Seligman

e Republican Primary: District Attorney for the 4™ Judicial District
Michael Allen vs. David Wilson

Federal Office Primary Results

Senate

e Democratic Primary: Sen. John Hickenlooper (incumbent) vs. State Sen.
Julie Gonzales

House of Representatives
e District1:
o Democratic Primary: Rep. Diana DeGette (incumbent) vs. Melat Kiros
: vs. Wanda James

e District 3:
I I | | I o Republican Primary: Rep. Jeff Hurd (incumbent) vs. Ron Hanks
e District 5:

o Republican Candidate: Rep. Jeff Crank (incumbent)
o Democratic Primary: Jessica Killin vs. Joe Reagan

e District 8:
o Democratic Primary: State Rep. Manny Rutinel vs. Shannon Bird



Although Democrats are expected to retain their legislative majority following the
general election, the primary proved to be the more competitive battleground, with
several incumbents facing challenges from the progressive wing of the party. The
highest-profile contest was House District 6, where civil rights attorney Iris Halpern —
backed by progressive organizations — defeated moderate incumbent Rep. Sean
Camacho in the most heavily spent primary of the cycle. Progressive-aligned candidates
also prevailed in HD31, HD33, and SD34. Winners are highlighted in green below.

Marquee Legislative
Democratic Primaries

House District 6 - Denver
Rep. Sean Camacho (incumbent) vs. Iris Halpern

House District 13 (open) - Summit County
Chris Floyd vs. Consuelo Redhorse - too close to call at this time.

House District 31 - Adams County
Rep. Jacque Phillips (incumbent) vs. Gabriel Cervantes

House District 33 - Broomfield
Rep. Kenny Nguyen (incumbent via vacancy committee) vs. Heidi Henkel

Senate District 34 (open) - Denver
Andrés Carrera vs. Graciela Garcia Irlando

Safe Democratic Seat Primaries

House District 5 (open) - Denver
ﬁ’l__\ Justine Sandoval vs. Sterling Simms

House District 9 (open) - Denver
Monica VanBuskirk vs. Neal Walia

House District 17 - Colorado Springs
Rep. Regina English (incumbent) vs. Chauncy Johnson



Safe Democratic Seat Primaries

House District 41 - Aurora

ﬁ’g Rep. Jamie Jackson (incumbent via vacancy committee) vs. Anne Keke
e House District 42 - Aurora
VOTE Rep. Mandy Lindsay (incumbent) vs. Sarah Woodson

Senate District 21 - Adams County
Sen. Adrienne Benavidez (incumbent via vacancy committee) vs. Alex Ryckman

Democratic Primaries in Competitive

General Election Seats

House District 19 (currently Woog (R)) - Northern Boulder/Southern Weld
f counties
% Colton Jonjak Plahn vs. Jillaire McMillan vs. Anil Pesaramelli

Senate District 3 (open) - Pueblo
Aaron Gutierrez vs. Taylor Voss



Republican legislative primaries largely mirrored the gubernatorial dynamic — less a
contest between moderates and conservatives than a test of establishment versus
further-right challengers. In Senate District 9, traditional-wing favorite Terri Carver
defeated incumbent Sen. Lynda Zamora Wilson, who had aligned with the chamber's
more hardline bloc. The same pattern held in HD14 and HD44, where establishment
or PAC-backed candidates turned back grassroots challengers.

This stands in contrast to the Democratic primaries, where insurgent progressive
challengers more often prevailed. The divergence suggests that while Democratic
incumbents lost ground to their party's left flank this cycle, the GOP's institutional
establishment largely held its own. Winners are highlighted in green below.

Marquee Legislative
Republican Primaries

House District 14 - Colorado Springs
Rep. Ava Flanell (incumbent via vacancy committee) vs. Troy Vanderhule

House District 44 - Douglas County
Rep. Anthony Hartsook (incumbent) vs. Bob Davis

House District 51 (open) - Loveland
Nancy Rumfelt vs. Amy Parks

Senate District 9 - El Paso County
Sen. Lynda Zamora Wilson (incumbent via vacancy committee) vs.
Terri Carver

Safe Republican Seat Primaries

House District 21 (open) - Colorado Springs
Brenda Miller vs. Alexander Africa

House District 54 (open) - Grand Junction/Western Slope
Nina Anderson vs. Jason Bias

House District 60 (open) - Salida/Canon City
Matthew Alexander vs. Michelle Gray - too close to call at this time.



Republican Primaries in
Competitive General Election Seats

House District 16 (open) - Colorado Springs
Jill Haffley vs. Jamie Koch

Senate District 27 (currently Sullivan (D)) - Arapahoe County
Danielle Lammon vs. Darryl Gibbs.




General Election Preview

Races to Watch

Colorado has become solid BLUE — both at the statewide and district levels.
National mid-term headwinds will help Democrats. Libertarian candidates make it
even harder for Republicans to prevail. The focus will be on top-tier seats, with other
seats coming into play only if unexpected factors develop.

Top-Tier Senate Seats

Senate District 3 - Pueblo (open)
e Aaron Gutierrez vs. Dana Charles (R)
e Toss Up
Senate District 15 - Larimer County
e Sen. Janice Marchman (D incumbent) vs. Rob Woodward (R)
e Toss Up
Senate District 30 - Douglas County
e Kevin Leung (D) vs. Sen. John Carson (R incumbent)
e |ean Republican

Top-Tier House Seats

House District 16 (open) - Colorado Springs
e Stephanie Vigil (D) vs. Jill Haffley (R) vs. John C Hjersman (Libertarian)
e Toss Up
House District 19 - Northern Boulder/Southern Weld Counties
e Jillaire McMillan (D) vs. Dan Woog (R incumbent) vs. Tim Johnson (Libertarian)
e Toss Up
House District 43 - Douglas County
e Rep. Bob Marshall (D incumbent) vs. Nate Marsh (R)
e Lean Democratic
House District 46 - Pueblo
e Tisha Mauro (D incumbent) vs. Jonathon Post (R)
e Lean Democratic
House District 50 - Greeley
e Tommy Butler (D) vs. Rep. Ryan Gonzalez (R incumbent)
e Lean Democratic
House District 59 - Durango
e Rep. Katie Stewart (D incumbent) vs. Naomi Reiss (R)
e Lean Democratic



Tier Two House Seats

House District 25 - Jefferson County foothills
e Rep. Tammy Story (D incumbent) vs. Mark Herzfeld (R) vs. Jodie Barr (Libertarian)
e Lean Democratic
House District 26 - Steamboat Springs
e Rep. Meghan Lukens (D incumbent ) vs. James Kellogg (R)
e Lean Democratic
House District 61 - Arapahoe/Douglas Counties
e Rep. Eliza Hamrick (D incumbent) vs. Scott Shamblin (R) vs. Kevin L Gulbranson
(Libertarian)
e Lean Democratic
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